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“In the situation where the complainant of sexual abuse is a child, the manner
in which the court should treat the evidence of the child witness is no different
from that accorded to the evidence of an adult witness. In other words, the
court can only convict the accused on the uncorroborated testimony of the

22 AOF v PP [2012] SGCA 26, PP v Mohammed Liton Mohammed Syeed Mallik [2007] SGCA 48, GCK v PP [2019] SGHC 46, PP v Haliffie
Bin Mamat [2015] SGHC 224

2 Montana Title 46. Criminal Procedure § 46-15-402. Procedure at videotaping-

24 Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999, s 21.

% AR.S. § 13-4253.

2 Criminal Procedure Act 1986 (No 209) s 294B

27 Evidence Act 1893 (2020, Rev Ed) ss 120 & 154A.

Section 364A of Singapore Criminal Procedure Code states: ‘Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act or the Evidence Act, a person in
Singapore (other than the accused person) may, with leave of the court, give evidence through a live video or live television link in any trial, inquiry,
appeal or other proceedings if — (a) the witness is below the age of 16 years; [or] (b) the offence charged is an offence specified in section (2)’; s
2) includes ‘(b) an offence under Part II of the Children and Young Persons Act (Cap 38) (relating to protection of children and young
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child complainant if the court is satisfied that the child’s evidence is so reliable
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“...these changes in the way the courts look at the evidence of children do not
mean that the evidence of children should not be subject to the same standard
of proof as the evidence of adult witnesses in criminal cases. Protecting the
liberty of the accused and guarding against the injustice of the conviction of an
innocent person require a solid foundation for a verdict of guilt, whether the
complainant be an adult or a child. What the changes do mean is that we
approach the evidence of children not from the perspective of rigid stereotypes,
but on what Wilson J. called a "common sense" basis, taking into account the
strengths and weaknesses which characterize the evidence offered in the
particular case.”?°
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