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Sampling on the national/regional/laboratory level

‘... Thus, it is considered inappropriate to recommend a specific sampling procedure for use at

the national level. It is up to the national authorities to choose and develop an appropriate fine-
tuned sampling strategy, satisfactory to and accepted by all relevant parties (police,
prosecutors, courts). However, documentation of the sampling strategy and, when appropriate,
provision of written instructions to the police and/ or customs, is strongly recommended.”
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When preparing samples, it is essential that two principles are maintained:
e The properties of the sample are a true reflection of the properties of the
population from which the samples were taken.
e Each unit in the population has an equal chance of being selected.
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“A representative sampling procedure can be performed on a population of units
with sufficient similar external characteristics (e.g. size, colour). The decision
on how to perform it is left to the discretion of the examiner.
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‘...after having observed that the external characteristics are the same, all the
units can be put in a “black box™ (plastic bag or something similar) and a
sample can be chosen randomly...”
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