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® . An "original" of a writing or recording is the writing or recording itself or any counterpart intended to

have the same effect by a person executing or issuing it. An "original" of a photograph includes the negative

or any print therefrom. If data are stored in a computer or similar device, any printout or other output

readable by sight, shown to reflect the data accurately, is an "original. FRE 1001 USA

" The unique nature of digital data is that once created it could be stored on a number of different
storage media formatted to different specifications and replicated in a number of places: So there is no
single ‘original

Distinguishing Between Admissibility and Authenticity of Electronic Evidence “2014” 6 MLJ xxxv

“ It has to be proved that the printout of the electronic record tendered in evidenceis the same as the
document that was originally created-

Distinguishing Between Admissibility and Authenticity of Electronic Evidence “2014” 6 MLJ xxxv
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%0 While e-mails and other forms of electronic communication present their own opportunities for false
claims of authorship, the basic principles of authentication are the same- See United Statesv- Safavian, 435
F- Supp- 2d 36, 41 (D-D-C- 2006) “***16”

3! "The possibility of alteration does not and cannot be the basis for excluding e-mails as unidentified or

unauthenticated as a matter of course, any more than it can be the rationale for excluding paper
documents" “emphasis in original”); Simon V- State, 279 Ga- App- 844, 847, 632 S-E-2d 723 (2006) ("e-mail
offers unique opportunities for fabrication “but” it is held to the same standards of authentication as other
similar evidence")

Distinguishing Between Admissibility and Authenticity of Electronic Evidence “2014” 6 MLJ xxxv >

53 Authenticity refers to whether the data is what it purports to be
* Reliability is linked to ensuring sufficient procedural and technical safeguards against tampering, verification

measures on identity of users and audit trail
3 Integrity indicates whether the data is complete, accurate, and not damaged in any way
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